Influenza immunisation rate for 2005 and factors associated with receiving this vaccine in patients aged 65 years and over admitted to a general medical ward at Auckland City Hospital.
To assess the influenza immunisation rate for 2005 in patients aged 65 years and over admitted to a general medical ward at Auckland City Hospital, New Zealand; to identify factors associated with receiving this vaccine; and to assess whether particular patient groups have a low influenza immunisation rate. Consecutive patients aged 65 years and over admitted to two medical wards were surveyed. Demographic data, how recently patients had last seen their general practitioner (GP), whether patients had received an influenza vaccine reminder from their GP, and whether patients had received the influenza vaccine in 2005 were recorded. Logistic regression analysis was performed to investigate which variables were associated with receiving the influenza vaccine. 148 of 200 (74%) patients who answered the questionnaire received the influenza vaccine. The variables found to be associated with receiving the influenza vaccine were whether patients had seen their GP in the last 6 months and whether patients had received an influenza vaccine reminder from their GP. Three-quarters of patients in this study received the influenza vaccine. We have not been able to identify patient groups that have a low influenza immunisation rate. Reminding patients of the benefits of the influenza vaccine or offering this at the time of discharge from hospital as autumn approaches each year may increase the influenza immunisation rate of those recently hospitalised.